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1.0

2.0

Purpose:

St. Boniface Hospital (SBH) while publicly funded is privately owned by the
Réseau Compassion Network (RCN). As such, the Catholic Health Alliance of
Canada (CHAC) Health Ethics Guide (2012) provides guidance regarding certain
medical interventions. The purpose of this policy is to articulate SBH’s position
regarding Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID) while maintaining compassionate
care for those we serve.

This policy describes elements of an ethical and compassionate response to a
patient’s request for Medical Assistance in Dying at SBH.

Definitions:

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Assessment Process: The process for examination of the medical
condition of a patient so that all appropriate and available therapeutic
options for the patient can be identified, and the resulting consultation with a
patient on those therapeutic options available to the patient to address the
patient’s health and medical needs, including the assessment of the patient
by an authorized practitioner in accordance with the MAID Clinical Guide to
determine whether the patient meets MAID criteria (conducted by the
Manitoba Provincial MAID Clinical Team).

Caregiver: A health care professional, including physicians (medical
practitioner), nurses (nurse practitioner), pharmacists, social workers,
spiritual care professionals, and allied health care staff directly involved in
patient care.

Conscientious Objection: The refusal to participate or act based upon
one’s own personal beliefs.

MAID or Medical Assistance in Dying: The administration by a medical
practitioner or nurse practitioner of a substance to a person, at that person’s
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3.0

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

request, that causes death; or the prescription or provision by a medical
practitioner or nurse practitioner of a substance to a person, at that person’s
request, so that they may self-administer the substance and, in doing so,
cause their own death. For certainty, MAID does not include the assessment
process.

MAID Clinical Guide: The clinical guide approved by the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority (WRHA) Chief Medical Officer that governs the
clinical and administrative procedures in the provision of MAID and the
processes that may or may not culminate in MAID.

MAID Team: The group of health care professionals known as the Manitoba
Provincial MAID Clinical Team who have been approved by the Shared
Health (SH) Chief Medical Officer to provide MAID.

Track 1 Patients: Are individuals who are eligible to receive MAID, whose
death is reasonably foreseeable.

Track 2 Patients: Are individuals who are eligible to receive MAID, whose
death is not reasonably foreseeable.

Policy:

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

As a faith-based facility and community of service within the Réseau
Compassion Network (RCN), SBH shall not participate in an act that
intentionally causes death and therefore shall not deliver Medical
Assistance in Dying (MAID).

At the request of the patient, the prescribed Assessment Process shall be
provided by the Manitoba Provincial MAID Clinical Team, a third party
external to SBH, and may take place in whole or in part at SBH. The MAID
Team will determine whether a patient is Track 1 or Track 2.

At the time a patient requests information regarding MAID, they shall be
advised that MAID will not be delivered at SBH and that every effort shall be
made to ensure a safe and timely transfer to another location (WRHA)
facility or home) that permits MAID.

If a patient at SBH who has been approved for MAID wishes to have MAID
administered, a safe and compassionate transfer of care shall occur before
MAID administration and at a point in time that is appropriate to the patient’s
care. The receiving facility will facilitate a timely, safe, and compassionate
transfer of care with direction from the Manitoba Provincial MAID Clinical
Team.

All patients shall be informed of palliative care options and provided the
opportunity for a palliative care consult.

Patients shall also be advised that they will not be able to access MAID
should it be determined by the Manitoba Provincial MAID Team in
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3.7

3.8

3.9

collaboration with the SBH care team that they are too ill or frail to be
transferred or decline to be transferred to another WRHA facility that permits
MAID.

Staff, including Conscientious Objectors, shall disclose and provide

personal health information about a patient in accordance with The Personal
Health Information Act of Manitoba, as well as provide access to a patient’s
health record to the Manitoba Provincial MAID Team when requested.

Patients shall receive timely and accurate responses when requesting
access to information relating to MAID, or to the Manitoba Provincial MAID
Team for assessment. This means that the patient is provided with the
contact information for the Manitoba Provincial MAID Team within 24 hours.
If a patient requests MAID information from a caregiver who Conscientiously
Objects, that Caregiver is obligated to locate another Caregiver to provide
this information to the patient.

If a Caregiver is a Conscientious Objector and is not able to locate another
Caregiver to provide information to the patient, that Caregiver shall promptly
make their objection known to their manager and/or program clinical
director. Staff must still comply with the requirements of their applicable
college or regulatory authority and provide timely access to a resource that
will provide information about MAID to the patient (see WRHA policy
110.000.400 Medical Assistance in Dying).

3.10 The Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) and Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of SBH

shall be informed of all MAID assessments by the Manitoba Provincial MAID
Team.

3.11 All communication regarding MAID shall be documented appropriately in the

patient’s chart.

3.12 The SBH Board of Directors shall review this policy annually.

4.0 Procedure:

Not applicable.

5.0 References:

5.1

5.2

5.3

(2012, September). Catholic Health Alliance of Canada (CHAC) Health
Ethics Guide. Retrieved November 3, 2025 from
https://www.chac.ca/documents/422/Health Ethics Guide 2013.pdf.

WRHA Policy 110.000.400 Medical Assistance in Dying. Retrieved from
https://policies.wrha.mb.ca/policy/415/regional/3096/110-000-400-medical-
assistance-in-dying.pdf.

The Personal Health Information Act. Retrieved from
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/statutes/ccsm/p033-5.php?lang=en.
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